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Course Overview
Staff Contact Details
Convenors
Name
Leah McGarrity

Email
l.mcgarrity@unsw.edu.au

Availability
email for
appointment

Location

Phone

School Contact Information
School of Humanities and Languages
Location: School Office, Morven Brown Building, Level 2, 258
Opening Hours: Monday - Friday, 9am - 5pm
Phone: +61 2 9385 1681
Fax: +61 2 9385 8705
Email: hal@unsw.edu.au
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Course Details
Credit Points 6
Summary of the Course
Subject Area: Australian Studies
This course immerses you in the history, politics and culture of Sydney and through them, introduces you
to the interdisciplinary field of Australian Studies. You will explore the city through walking tours, touch
artefacts from Sydney’s famous Mitchell Library, and read and write about all aspects of the city, from
Aboriginal fisherwomen to the stories of Sydney’s old inner-city neighbourhoods. It’s a journey through
Australia’s largest city, exploring its extraordinary urban transformation from a tiny penal outpost to a
global city of international renown in only 200 years. In learning about Sydney, you will learn about urban
development worldwide, the DNA of modern cities, and what makes them tick.

Course Learning Outcomes
1. Critically assess various disciplinary approaches to the study of Sydney and the ways they help
us to interpret its history, society and culture.
2. Use a range of sources to analyse Sydney’s history, society and culture.
3. Construct a coherent and well-researched argument about some aspect of Sydney’s history,
society and culture.

Teaching Strategies
This class will be taught through a combination of excursions, lectures, tutorials and online workshops. A
workbook of multiple choice and short answer questions aids tutorial preparation and tests content, while
the major project engages students in in-depth research of a major Sydney landmark
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Assessment
In this class, we prefer the Oxford/ Chicago referencing system (i.e., footes and bibliography).
https://student.unsw.edu.au/footnote-bibliography-or-oxford-referencing-system
However, we also accept 'in-text' referencing if it is a system that includes page number references (e.g.,
Harvard referencing):
https://student.unsw.edu.au/harvard-referencing
Please avoid the APA referencing system for this unit.
Please see Moodle for further information.

Assessment Tasks
Assessment task

Weight

Due Date

Student Learning
Outcomes Assessed

Workbook

30%

Before selected tutorials

1

Bibliography for Major
Project

10%

18/10/2019 04:00 PM

1,2,3

Major Project

60%

22/11/2019 04:00 PM

1,2,3

Assessment Details
Assessment 1: Workbook
Start date:
Length: 1000
Details: The Workbook is a series of five short answers and reflective notes taken by students in
tutorials (6 marks each). 1,000 words in total.Group feedback plus numerical grade.
Additional details:
Further information will be supplied in Moodle.
Turnitin setting: This assignment is submitted through Turnitin and students do not see Turnitin
similarity reports.
Assessment 2: Bibliography for Major Project
Start date: Not Applicable
Length: 500
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Details: Bibliography comprises a list of 10 good quality sources for the major project. About 500
words.Individual feedback by rubric plus numerical grade.
Additional details:
Further details will be available on Moodle.
Assessment 3: Major Project
Start date:
Length: 2500
Details: A 2,500-word report on the role in history, landscape and politics of a public site in Sydney
(chosen from a provided list).Individual feedback by rubric, written comment plus numerical grade.
Additional details:
You will be required to research and write a project on an important place, site or neighbourhood in
Sydney. This is the major piece of work for this course, and where you can demonstrate your research,
analytical, theoretical and interpretive skills.
You must see the place you are writing about, so your research must include at least one visit to, or
drive along, your site(s) or parts thereof.
Your project should (not necessarily in this order)
Describe the site
Outline the history of the site, set within wider historical contexts and themes
explore what the site tells us about the period in which it was built or created, and what it tells us
about the history of the city overall. This component allows you to develop critical and analytical
questions about your site
Describe and analyse how the site is used and interpreted now
include a discussion/critique how the history of the place has been researched and written (or
recorded in other ways eg through photographs). If there is little or no secondary
research/writing, say why this is so.

Your project will look a bit different from a standard university essay – you can devise your own
structure, and the use of illustrations (maps, paintings and photographs) is encouraged.
However, the work also has to be scholarly, so apply the same critical thinking to your research, footnote
your work as you would for any other essay, and include a bibliography, properly set out. The available
material for sites will vary, but bibliographies should contain a minimum of eight substantial references.
The use of some primary sources is encouraged. We will explore their use in the Project Workshop and
on our visit to the Mitchell Library.
Projects should be of 2500 words. Word limits on essays will be strictly enforced, give or take 150
words. Inappropriate length will be taken
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Attendance Requirements
Students are strongly encouraged to attend all classes and review lecture recordings.

Course Schedule
View class timetable

Timetable
Date
Type
Week 1: 16 September - Lecture
20 September
Seminar
Week 2: 23 September - Lecture
27 September
Seminar
Week 3: 30 September - Fieldwork
4 October

Week 4: 7 October - 11
October

Seminar
Fieldwork
Assessment

Week 5: 14 October - 18 Lecture
October
Seminar
Week 6: 21 October - 25 Lecture
October
Screening
Online Activity

Week 7: 28 October - 1
November

Seminar
Fieldwork

Seminar
Week 8: 4 November - 8 Fieldwork
November

Week 9: 11 November 15 November

Reading

Content
Course Introduction: Convict Town to Global City
Introduction: What is Your Sydney?
Online Lecture: Aboriginal Landscapes of Sydney
Governor Phillip and the Eora Nation
Exploring the Convicts' Town
Please download the UNSW Walking Tour; for the
"Exploring Convict Sydney" tour, use the coupon
code: BHS2TS and the account email:
hal@unsw.edu.au.
Convict Slums or Thriving Neighbourhoods?
Information Session at Mitchell Library. No tutorial
for this week.
Major Essay and Bibliography due Friday 11
October.
Online Lecture: Boom City, Gendered City
Women's Place in the City
Online Lecture: Rich Sydney, Poor Sydney
Please watch 'Playing in the Shadows' (2008) in
your own time (link available through Moodle)
Listen to/ read Podcast/ Podcast transcript by Anne
O'Brien and Lisa Ford discussing 'Playing in the
Shadows' (link available on Moodle)
Public Housing and Contemporary Controversies
Dreams of Diversity
Please Download UNSW Walking Tour app
(available from Moodle) on Chinatown or
Marrickville and complete tour in your own time.
Multicultural Sydney
Queer Sydney: Walking tour (Pride History Group)
Download App from
here:
https://www.sydneyculturewalksapp.com/parade/
NO LECTURES THIS WEEK: Reading Week for
Major Essay.
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Seminar
Week 10: 18 November - Lecture
22 November
Seminar

Queer Sydney
Global Sydney: Looking Back, Looking Forward
Sydney Now
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Resources
Prescribed Resources
All Essential Readings will be available on Moodle via Leganto

Recommended Resources
Leganto will include relevant course materials.

Course Evaluation and Development
This is the first time this unit is being taught and we will be eager to receive your feedback via
MyExperience and in class.
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Submission of Assessment Tasks

Submission of Assessment Tasks
Turnitin Submission
If you encounter a problem when attempting to submit your assignment through Turnitin, please
telephone External Support on 9385 3331 or email them on externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au . Support
hours are 8:00am – 10:00pm on weekdays and 9:00am – 5:00pm on weekends (365 days a year). If you
are unable to submit your assignment due to a fault with Turnitin you may apply for an extension, but you
must retain your ticket number from External Support (along with any other relevant documents) to
include as evidence to support your extension application. If you email External Support you will
automatically receive a ticket number, but if you telephone you will need to specifically ask for one.
Turnitin also provides updates on their system status on Twitter.
Generally, assessment tasks must be submitted electronically via either Turnitin or a Moodle
assignment. In instances where this is not possible, it will be stated on your course’s Moodle site with
alternative submission details.
For information on how to submit assignments online via Moodle: https://student.unsw.edu.au/howsubmit-assignment-moodle
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Academic Honesty and Plagiarism
Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many
forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement.
UNSW groups plagiarism into the following categories:
Copying: using the same or very similar words to the original text or idea without acknowledging the
source or using quotation marks. This also applies to images, art and design projects, as well as
presentations where someone presents another’s ideas or words without credit.
Inappropriate paraphrasing: Changing a few words and phrases while mostly retaining the original
structure and/or progression of ideas of the original, and information without acknowledgement. This also
applies in presentations where someone paraphrases another’s ideas or words without credit and to
piecing together quotes and paraphrases into a new whole, without appropriate referencing.
Collusion: working with others but passing off the work as a person’s individual work. Collusion also
includes providing your work to another student before the due date, or for the purpose of them
plagiarising at any time, paying another person to perform an academic task, stealing or acquiring
another person’s academic work and copying it, offering to complete another person’s work or seeking
payment for completing academic work.
Inappropriate citation: Citing sources which have not been read, without acknowledging the "secondary"
source from which knowledge of them has been obtained.
Duplication ("self-plagiarism"): submitting your own work, in whole or in part, where it has previously
been prepared or submitted for another assessment or course at UNSW or another university.
Correct referencing practices:
Paraphrasing, summarising, essay writing and time management
Appropriate use of and attribution for a range of materials including text, images, formulae and
concepts.
Individual assistance is available on request from The Learning Centre (http://www.lc.unsw.edu.au/).
Students are also reminded that careful time management is an important part of study and one of the
identified causes of plagiarism is poor time management. Students should allow sufficient time for
research, drafting and proper referencing of sources in preparing all assessment items.
UNSW Library also has the ELISE tool available to assist you with your study at UNSW. ELISE is
designed to introduce new students to studying at UNSW but it can also be a great refresher during your
study.
Completing the ELISE tutorial and quiz will enable you to:
analyse topics, plan responses and organise research for academic writing and other
assessment tasks
effectively and efficiently find appropriate information sources and evaluate relevance to your
needs
use and manage information effectively to accomplish a specific purpose
better manage your time
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understand your rights and responsibilities as a student at UNSW
be aware of plagiarism, copyright, UNSW Student Code of Conduct and Acceptable Use of
UNSW ICT Resources Policy
be aware of the standards of behaviour expected of everyone in the UNSW community
locate services and information about UNSW and UNSW Library
Some of these areas will be familiar to you, others will be new. Gaining a solid understanding of all the
related aspects of ELISE will help you make the most of your studies at UNSW.
http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise
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Academic Information
For essential student information relating to:
requests for extension;
late submissions guidelines;
review of marks;
UNSW Health and Safety policies;
examination procedures;
special consideration in the event of illness or misadventure;
student equity and disability;
and other essential academic information, see
https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/current-students/academic-information/protocols-guidelines/

Image Credit
https://www.ngv.vic.gov.au/explore/collection/work/75914/

CRICOS
CRICOS Provider Code: 00098G
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